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Loan Repayment Programs Reference Tool 

 
Program Eligibility Overview 

Please use the guide below to determine which of the three programs you are eligible for. 

 

 

Georgia Board for Health Care Workforce (GBHCW) 
 

Eligibility 

• Professionals: Physicians, physician assistants, advanced practice registered nurses, and behavioral 

health providers. 

• Location: Must work in a rural, underserved area of Georgia (counties with populations of 50,000 or 

less). 

 

If you meet these requirements, more information is available on pages 2-3.  

 

 

National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Loan Repayment Program 
 

Eligibility 

• Eligible Disciplines: Primary care physicians, nurse practitioners, physician assistants 

• Service Commitment: A two-year commitment at an NHSC-approved site. 

 

If you meet these requirements, more information is available on page 4.  

 

 

NHSC Rural Community Loan Repayment  
 

Eligibility 

• Disciplines: Providers in substance use disorder treatment (e.g., physicians, nurse practitioners, 

behavioral health professionals, etc.) who are fully trained and licensed. 

• Location: Must work at a rural, NHSC-approved SUD treatment facility (facilities that have received 

RCORP funding will receive preference). 

• Service Commitment: A three-year service obligation at an NHSC-approved site in an eligible rural 

HPSA. 

 

If you meet these requirements, more information is available on page 5.  
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Georgia Board for Health Care Workforce (GBHCW) 

 
The Georgia Board for Health Care Workforce (GBHCW) offers loan repayment programs for health 

professionals who agree to practice full-time in underserved, rural counties in Georgia (with populations of 

50,000 or less). These programs aim to help repay student loans for various healthcare roles in exchange for 

serving in rural areas, improving access to healthcare in these communities. 

Specific Loan Repayment Programs: 

1. Georgia Physician Education Loan Repayment Program (GPELRP) 

o For physicians working in underserved rural areas.  

o A service-cancelable loan of $150,000.  Payment made annually over a four year duration to 

licensed physicians 

2. Physicians for Rural Areas Assistance Program (PRAA) 

o A program focused on providing assistance to physicians who practice in rural Georgia. 

o A service-cancelable loan of $25,000 per year.   

o Contracts are awarded for one year and are renewable for an additional three terms (for a 

maximum of four years and $100,000) 

3. Physician Assistant Loan Repayment Program (PALRP) 

o Designed for physician assistants who agree to practice in underserved areas. 

o A service-cancelable loan of up to $10,000 per year to licensed physician assistants 

o Contracts are awarded for one year and are renewable for an additional three terms (for a 

maximum of four years and $40,000) 

4. Advanced Practice Registered Nurse Loan Repayment Program (APRNLRP) 

o Targets advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) in rural Georgia. 

o A service-cancelable loan of up to $10,000 per year to licensed advanced practice registered 

nurses 

o Contracts are awarded for one year and are renewable for an additional three terms (for a 

maximum of four years and $40,000) 

 

 

 

https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/physician-loan-repayment-programs
https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/physician-loan-repayment-programs
https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/physician-assistant-loan-repayment-program
https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/aprn-and-nurse-faculty-loan-repayment-programs
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5. Georgia Behavioral Health Provider Loan Repayment Program (GBHPLRP) 

o Supports behavioral health providers who commit to working in underserved areas of 

Georgia. 

o A service-cancelable loan of up to $150,000 to mental health or substance use professionals 

to repay outstanding education debt in return for practicing in Georgia. 

Cycle Dates 

Applications open in the fall 

 

Program Contact: 

Georgia Department of Public Health 

Office of Rural Health 

Phone: (404) 463-7072 

Website: Georgia Department of Public Health 

SouthlandMD Contact: 

Tanner Herndon 

Phone: 229-977-3816 

Email: therndon@southlandmd.com 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://healthcareworkforce.georgia.gov/georgia-behavioral-health-provider-loan-repayment-program
file:///C:/Users/therndon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O52Y78H9/therndon@southlandmd.com
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National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Loan Repayment Program 

The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) offers loan repayment assistance to licensed primary care 

clinicians who agree to serve in a Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA). In exchange for the loan 

repayment, participants must serve at least two years at an NHSC-approved site. 

Benefits 

1. Primary Care Providers (Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Physician Assistants): 

o Full-time: Up to $80,000 for two years. 

o Half-time: Up to $42,500 for two years. 

2. Non-primary Care Providers (e.g., Behavioral Health Providers): 

o Full-time: Up to $55,000 for two years. 

o Half-time: Up to $30,000 for two years. 

• Spanish-Language Proficiency Enhancement: A $5,000 enhancement is available for those proficient 

in Spanish and serving patients with limited English proficiency. 

Cycle Dates 

Applications open in the spring 

Important Notes 

• Participants are required to complete the two-year service obligation. 

• If your loans are less than the maximum eligible amount, you won't qualify for the enhancement, even 

if you meet other criteria. 

• Participants can apply for the NHSC Loan Repayment Program Continuation Contract after their 

initial two years to help pay off the remaining educational debt. 

Program Contact: 

NHSC Customer Care Center 

Phone: (800) 221-9393 

Website: NHSC Loan Repayment 

SouthlandMD Contact: 

Tanner Herndon 

Phone: 229-977-3816 

Email: therndon@southlandmd.com 

https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/loan-repayment/nhsc-loan-repayment-program
file:///C:/Users/therndon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/O52Y78H9/therndon@southlandmd.com
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NHSC Rural Community Loan Repayment Program Overview 

The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) Rural Community Loan Repayment Program provides loan 

repayment assistance to health professionals working in rural communities to combat the opioid epidemic. 

This program specifically supports providers at NHSC-approved substance use disorder (SUD) treatment 

facilities in Health Professional Shortage Areas (HPSA). 

In exchange for loan repayment, participants must commit to three years of service at an NHSC-approved 

SUD treatment facility in a rural HPSA. 

Benefits 

1. Loan Repayment Amount: 

o Full-time: Up to $105,000 for three years. 

o Half-time: Up to $55,000 for three years. 

Spanish-Language Proficiency: If you meet the criteria and pass the proficiency assessment, you will receive 

a $5,000 enhancement. 

 

Program Contact: 

NHSC Customer Care Center 

Phone: (800) 221-9393 

Website: NHSC Loan Repayment 

 

SouthlandMD Contact: 

Tanner Herndon 

Phone: 229-977-3816 

Email: therndon@southlandmd.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://nhsc.hrsa.gov/loan-repayment/nhsc-rural-community-loan-repayment-program
file:///C:/Users/therndon/Southland%20Dropbox/Tanner%20Herndon/Physician%20Recruiter/Loan%20Repayment/therndon@southlandmd.com

